The Ethics of UBI:
Syllabus, version 3.1
Professor Karl Widerquist
Karl@Widerquist.com

	This seminar is about the ethics of Universal Basic Income (UBI). It is based primarily on my writing on the ethics of UBI, but parts of the class cover the ethical debate over UBI more broadly. Students will learn a little something about each topic we cover and will focus on and learn more about the topics of their choice. 
	Week 1 begins the course by discussing some of the background you’ll need for the seminar. It provides (1) an introduction to UBI and to my case for it; (2) an introduction to contemporary social contract theory, focusing on John Rawls’ version of it; and (3) an introduction to the natural-rights-based defense of economic inequality, focusing on Robert Nozick’s argument for it. Weeks 2 and 3 focus on two of my books that criticize social-contract-based and property-rights-based defenses of existing inequalities. Week 4 discusses my positive arguments for UBI. Week 5 discusses other arguments for UBI, most particularly arguments by Philippe Van Parijs and Guy Standing. Week 6 continues with other arguments for and against UBI.
	This class includes two projects that only play a small part in our daily class discussions. Both of these involve helping me write my next two books (Universal Basic Income: Essential Knowledge and Property and the Power to Say No). Only a small part of this reading will coordinate closely with the main class discussion for the day, but I ask you to read it, and give me feedback on it in advance of final publication.

The main learning objectives of this course are:
· Critical understanding of the political and ethical debate over UBI 
· Critical understanding of the extent to which UBI fits in or clashes with existing theories of social justice
· Improved self-understanding of one’s own view of the ethics of UBI and of social justice
· Improved ability to discuss and write about ethics
· Improved ability to make academic presentations and write academic papers
· Improved ability to find the most useful information in a pile of academic literature

There are only three things students are required to do in this class:
· Come to class every day having read enough of reading to be able to discuss it critically. You should have an informed opinion on it, and you should confidently voice and defend your opinion, even if your opinion is that the professor is completely wrong.
· Give two or more presentations at some point during the 6 weeks of the course. 
· Write a well-research academic paper of 4000-6000 words including all footnotes, citations, and bibliography. The paper can be on the specific topic of your choice as long as it fits into the wider topic of the ethics of UBI. 

How to deal with a long reading list without doing more work than you can do
	This class has more reading than students can do, especially considering the further reading. How much you do on each topic depends on how deeply you want to get into it. You’ll need to know enough about all the core source to form an opinion and speak intelligently about every topic we cover, but you don’t need to know everything about it, and so you don’t necessarily need to read every word of every assigned source. You’ll need to know more about the topics you present on, and you’ll need to know a lot about any topics relevant to the paper you chose to write. The final section of the syllabus (general research) gives suggestions about how to find the most important parts of the most important sources for you.
	Determining how much is enough is a difficult skill. This class will help you improve your ability to determine how much is enough and your skills at finding the relevant information within a wide body of literature. Sometimes you’ll need to read entire books and articles. Sometimes you’ll only have to skim for small relevant pieces.
	By writing on different topics and giving presentations on different topics, students will specialize on different aspects of the ethics of UBI. You will, therefore, be resources for each other. Communicate with each other. Get to know what everyone else is specializing in so that you can help each other when you need it.
	So, don’t fear the reading list, and while you’re at it, don’t fear the professor. I have been at this longer than you, but I started just like you. You’re here to learn, and I’m here to help. Think of me as a coach rather than as a judge.
Student presentations
	There are two kinds of presentations students will be asked to give in this seminar: (1) lecturer: read someone else’s work and prepare a lecture on it for the class to explain them the basics of what they need to know about it. You might also criticize it, but your central role is to explain it. (2) Discussant (or respondent): in this case, someone else lectures on the material, but you read and prepare critical comments about it. You should make sure to help everyone appreciate the value of the material. So, if there are important parts the lecturer left out, bring them up; or if you can explain some parts of it in a way that is different than the lecturer and that will help the students understand it better, bring that up. But your main role is to criticize it in a way that will get student discussion started. 

Seminar plan
Week 1
· Introduction
· Rawls and social contract theory
· Nozick and so-called libertarianism
Week 2:
· Prehistoric Myths in Modern Political Philosophy, followed by class discussion (video 1)
· Widerquist presents Philippe Van Parijs’s “Real Libertarian” argument for UBI, followed by class discussion (video 2)
Week 3:
· The Prehistory of Private Property: three critiques of inequality
Week 4:
· Freedom as the Power to Say No: a theory of status freedom and an argument for UBI
· JPA property theory: a theory of property rights and an argument for UBI
Supplementary public seminar (Feb. 2, 2022, 4-6pm):
· Guy Standing, “A Commons-Based Argument for Basic Income,” 4pm
· Alex Gourevitch, “The limits of a basic income and the basic income illusion,” 5pm
Week 5:
· Philippe Van Parijs (revisited)
· Other arguments for UBI
Supplementary seminar (Feb. 9, 2022, 4-6pm):
· Louise Haagh, “Developmental Freedom and Social Order,” 4pm
· Otto Lehto, “Libertarian perspectives on UBI, 5pm
Week 6: 
· 3pm: Other arguments for and against UBI
· 4pm Anca Gheaus, “Basic Income, Gender Justice and the Costs of Gender-Symmetrical Lifestyles”

Student volunteers needed
	Here is a list of the volunteers I’ll need for presentations. It gets more tentative toward the bottom of the list. Generally, discussants will speak for 5-10 minutes, lecturers longer.

Week 1
· Discussant: Rawls and social contract theory
· Discussant: Nozick and so-called libertarianism
Week 2:
· Discussants (s): Prehistoric Myths in Modern Political Philosophy
Week 3:
· Discussant(s): The Prehistory of Private Property
Week 4:
· Discussant: Freedom as the Power to Say No
· Discussant: JPA property theory
Week 5:
· Discussant(s): Guy Standing
· Discussant(s): Philippe Van Parijs
· Discussant(s): Otto Lehto
Week 6: 
· Lecturers (doubling as discussants) for topics of your choice out of the additional arguments for and against UBI

Week 1
Class plan:
Before class:
· Do the advanced reading
· Email me your copyediting remarks on this syllabus and this week’s chapters from UBI: Essential Knowledge and Property and the Power to Say No
Widerquist presentation: introduction to UBI and the indepentarian case for it.
Questions and discussion from the class
Student discussion (if any) of assigned chapters from UBI: Essential Knowledge and Property and the Power to Say No
Widerquist presentation: Rawlsianism and social contract theory
Student discussant
Class discussion
Widerquist presentation: Robert Nozick and propertarianism
Student discussant
Class discussion
Core reading
Core reading for introduction to UBI and the Indepentarian case for it
This syllabus
Watch 9-minute YouTube video: Karl Widerquist speaks at the 2019 Basic Income March
Widerquist, Karl. UBI: Essential Knowledge: chapters 1-6. The password is basicincome (all one word, all lower case)
Widerquist, Karl. “Introducing myself, my research, and my writing” the front page of my website.
Widerquist, Karl. “About Indepentarianism” the Indepentarian (blog), May 21, 2017
Core Reading Rawlsian and contractarian theories of justice
Wenar, Leif “John Rawls,” The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Edward N. Zalta (ed.)
Rawls, John “Brief Comments on Leisure Time,” in Basic Income: An Anthology of Contemporary Research, pages 85-86
Core Reading for propertarian (so-called right-libertarian) theories of justice
Mack, Eric. “Robert Nozick’s Political Philosophy,” The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (2018), Edward N. Zalta (ed.)
van der Vossen, Bas “Libertarianism,” The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Edward N. Zalta (ed.)
Widerquist, Karl “Libertarianism”
Core reading for other contemporary theories of justice
Kymlicka, Will. Contemporary Political Philosophy: An introduction, Oxford University Press, 2002: everything but chapters 3 & 4. The book includes an overview of political theory c. 2000 with chapters on Utilitarianism, Marxism, Citizenship, Multiculturalism, and Feminism.
Core reading for help the professor write his next two books
Widerquist, Karl. UBI: Essential Knowledge: chapters 1-6. The password is basicincome (all one word, all lower case)
Further reading
Further reading for introduction to UBI
The Wikipedia entries for Universal Basic Income, Guaranteed minimum income, Karl Widerquist, and other relevant related Wikipedia pages.
Van Parijs, Philippe and Yannick Vanderborght, Basic Income: A Radical Proposal for a Free Society and a Sane Economy, chapters 1-4
Standing, Guy, Basic Income: And how we can make it happen, or Basic Income: A Guide for the Open-Minded, Chapter 1: “Basic Income: Its meaning and historical origins”
Further reading for introduction to the indepentarian case for UBI
Peruse my website (Widerquist.com) and my YouTube Channel for anything that might be relevant to you.
The Wikipedia entry for Karl Widerquist and other relevant related Wikipedia pages.
Karl Widerquist, March 2018, “My Own Private Basic Income.” In Amy Downes and Stewart Lansley (eds.) It’s Basic Income: the Global Debate, Bristol, UK: Policy Press, an Imprint of the University of Bristol Press, pp. 48-53.
Widerquist, Karl, “The Fall and Rise of the Basic Income Movement: My personal reflections after following it for 40 years,” The indepentarian (blog), Feb 7, 2020
Further reading on Rawls’s liberal-egalitarian contractarianism
Kymlicka, Will. Contemporary Political Philosophy: An introduction, Oxford University Press, 2002, “Chapter 3: Liberal Equality [Rawls]” 
Musgrave, R. A. “Maximin, Uncertainty, and the Leisure Trade-Off.” Quarterly Journal of Economics 88, no. 4 (1974): 625–32.
Rawls, John. “Reply to Alexander Musgrave.” Quarterly Journal of Economics 88, no. 4 (1974): 633–55.
Rawls, John. “Justice As Fairness,” in Contemporary Political Philosophy: An Anthology, Robert E. Goodin and Philip Pettit (Editors)
Rawls, John. A Theory of Justice
Rawls, John. Justice as Fairness: A restatement
Rawls, John. Political Liberalism
Further reading on social contract theory
Baren, H. (1987), The Consent Theory of Political Obligation. London: Croom Helm
D’Agostino, Fred, Gerald Gaus, and John Thrasher (2021), “Contemporary Approaches to the Social Contract,” The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Edward N. Zalta (ed.)
Freeman, Samuel, “Original Position,” The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Edward N. Zalta (ed.)
Gauthier, David P. Morals by Agreement (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1986)
Gilbert, M. (2006), A Theory of Political Obligation. Oxford: Oxford University Press
Hampton, Jean. Hobbes and the Social Contract Tradition (Cambridge University Press, 1988)
Kavka, G. S. (1986), Hobbesian Moral and Political Theory. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press
Klosko, G. (2004), The Principle of Fairness and Political Obligation. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield
Knowles, D. (2009), Political Obligation: A Critical Introduction. London: Routledge 
Mills, C. (1997), The Racial Contract. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press 
Pateman, C. and C. Mills (2007), The Contract and Domination. Cambridge: Polity 
Pateman, C. The Sexual Contract.  Cambridge: Polity, 1988
Riley, P. (1973), “How Coherent Is the Social Contract Tradition?” Journal of the History of Ideas, 34: 4, 543–62
Vallentyne, P. (ed.), Contractarianism and Rational Choice: Essays on David Gauthier’s Morals by Agreement. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 
Williams, H. (1994), “Kant on the Social Contract,” in D. Boucher and P. Kelly (eds.), The Social Contract from Hobbes to Rawls. New York: Routledge, 132–46 
Further reading on propertarian theories of justice
Boaz, D. (1997), Libertarianism: A Primer. New York: The Free Press
Friedman, Jeffrey (1997), “What’s Wrong with Libertarianism.” Critical Review, 2: 3, 407–67
Haworth, A. (1994), Anti-Libertarianism: Markets, Philosophy and Myth. New York: Routledge
Kirzner, I. M. (1989), Discovery, Capitalism, and Distributive Justice. Oxford: Basil Blackwell
Kymlicka, Will. Contemporary Political Philosophy: An introduction, Oxford University Press, 2002, “Chapter 4: Libertarianism,” 
Lomasky, L. (1987), Persons, Rights, and the Moral Community. Oxford: Oxford University Press
Machan, T. R. (2006), Libertarianism Defended. Aldershot: Ashgate
Mack, Eeric (1995), “The Self-ownership Proviso: A New and Improved Lockean Proviso.” Social Philosophy and Policy, 12, 186–218
Mayor, T. (2012), “Hunter-Gatherers: The Original Libertarians.” The Independent Review, 16: 4, 485–500
Nagel, T. (1983), “Libertarianism without Foundations,” in J. Paul (ed.), Reading Nozick: Essays on Anarchy, State, and Utopia. Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 191–205
Narveson, J. (1988), The Libertarian Idea. Philadelphia: Temple University Press 
Nozick, Robert. Anarchy, State, and Utopia
Widerquist, Karl, 2009. “A Dilemma for Libertarianism,” Politics, Philosophy, and Economics 8 (1): 43-72
Widerquist, Karl, 2010. “Lockean Theories of Property: Justifications for Unilateral Appropriation,” Public Reason 2 (3): 3-26
Further reading on other contemporary theories of justice
Arneson, R. J. (2003), “Equality, Coercion, Culture and Social Norms.” Politics, Philosophy & Economics, 2: 1, 139–63
Barry, Brian. A Treatise on Social Justice, Volume 2: Justice as Impartiality.  Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1989
Bell, Daniel. “Communitarianism,” The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Fall 2020 Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.)
Cohen, G. A. Self-Ownership, Freedom, and Equality.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995.
Cunliffe, John. "Left Libertarianism: Historical Origins." In The Origins of Left Libertarianism: An Anthology of Historical Writings, edited by P. Vallentyne and H. Steiner. 1-8. Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2000.
Dworkin, R. "What Is Equality? Part 2: Equality of Resources." Philosophy and Public Affairs 10, no. 4 (1981): 283-345.
Dworkin, Ronald. Sovereign Virtue: The Theory and Practice of Equality.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2000.
Gibbard, A. "Natural Property Rights." In Left-Libertarianism and Its Critics, edited by P. Vallentyne and H. Steiner. 23-30. Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2000.
Goodin, R. E. Protecting the Vulnerable.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1985.
Leopold, D. and M. Stears (eds.) (2008), Political Theory: Methods and Approaches. Oxford: Oxford University Press
Lovett, Frank. “[Civic] Republicanism,” The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Summer 2018 Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.)
Lucas, J. R. (1965), "Against Equality." Philosophy & Public Affairs, 40: 154, 296-307
Macpherson, C. B. (1962), The Political Theory of Possessive Individualism: Hobbes to Locke. Oxford: Clarendon Press
[bookmark: _ENREF_27]Otsuka, Michael. Libertarianism without Inequality.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003.
Pateman, C. The Problem of Political Obligation.  New York: Wiley, 1979.
Pettit, Philip. Republicanism: A Theory of Freedom and Government.  Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1997
Raz, Joseph. The Morality of Freedom.  Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1986
Scanlon, T. (1998), What We Owe to Each Other. Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press
Skinner, Quentin. Liberty before Liberalism.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998
Steiner, Hillel. An Essay on Rights.  Oxford: Blackwell, 1994
Vallentyne, P. and H. Steiner (2000), Left-Libertarianism and Its Critics: The Contemporary Debate. New York: Palgrave 
[bookmark: _ENREF_362]Waldron, J. (1988), The Right to Private Property. Oxford: Clarendon Press.
Waldron, J. (1993), Liberal Rights. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press
Further reading for help the professor write his next two books
Property and the Power to Say No: Prologue and Chapter 1

Week 2
Class plan
Before class:
· Email me your copyediting remarks on this week’s chapters from UBI: Essential Knowledge and Property and the Power to Say No—if you have any. It’s OK if you don’t.
Widerquist presentation: Prehistoric Myths in Modern Political Theory
Student discussants
Class discussion
Student feedback on chapters from UBI: Essential Knowledge and Property and the Power to Say No
Core Reading
Core reading for Van Parijs’s “Real Libertarian” argument for UBI
IMPORTANT: Philippe Van Parijs says that the most essential piece of his is Chapter 5 “Ethics: Free riding or fair share?” in Basic Income: A Radical Proposal for a Free Society and a Sane Economy, because it reviews earlier political theory and summarizes his theory in that context.
NOTE: the Rawls & Anderson pieces are very short, so you might as well read those too
Van Parijs, Philippe and Yannick Vanderborght. Chapter 1 “The Instrument of Freedom” and Chapter 5 “Ethics: Free riding or fair share?” in Basic Income: A Radical Proposal for a Free Society and a Sane Economy
Rawls, John “Brief Comments on Leisure Time,” in Basic Income: An Anthology of Contemporary Research, pages 85-86
Anderson, Elizabeth “Optional Freedoms,” in Basic Income: An Anthology of Contemporary Research, pages 23-25
Core Reading for Prehistoric Myths in Modern Political Philosophy
Prehistoric Myths in Modern Political Philosophy: find the parts you believe are essential to understand the argument of this book
Core reading
UBI: Essential Knowledge: chapters 7-11. The password is basicincome.

Further Reading
Further Reading for Vain Parijs
See below (Week 5)
Further Reading for Prehistoric Myths in Modern Political Philosophy
Prehistoric Myths in Modern Political Philosophy: read more of the book or even the whole thing
Search back in time from this source: go through its bibliography, look for the books and articles that seem most relevant to you. Find them. Read or skim enough of each one to give yourself a feel for it. Repeat with the citations and bibliographies of the more relevant sources you find.
Search forward in time from this source: search this title on Google Scholar.
Widerquist, Karl, 2009. “A Dilemma for Libertarianism,” Politics, Philosophy, and Economics 8 (1): 43-72
Karl Widerquist and Grant S. McCall, 2015. “Myths about the State of Nature and the Reality of Stateless Societies.” Analyse & Kritik 37 (2), August, 233-257
Karl Widerquist and Grant S McCall, 2021, “The State of Nature, Prehistory, and Mythmaking,” in Anne Peters and Mark Somos (editors), The State of Nature: Histories of an Idea, Brill Publishers
Further reading for help the professor write his next two books
Property and the Power to Say No: Chapters 2-5
Week 3
Class plan
Before class:
· Email me your copyediting remarks on this week’s chapters from UBI: Essential Knowledge and Property and the Power to Say No
· Tentatively choose (1) your paper topic, (2) your research question, and (3) your thesis statement (maximum one simple sentence each). Share these with the entire class.
Widerquist presentation: The Prehistory of Private Property
Student discussants
Class discussion
Student feedback on chapters from UBI: Essential Knowledge and Property and the Power to Say No
Core reading 
Core reading for the Prehistory of Private Property
The Prehistory of Private Property, read the introduction, the conclusion, and enough of the three parts of the book to …
Core reading for help the professor write his next two books
UBI: Essential Knowledge: chapters 12-14. The password is basic income.
Further reading
Further reading for the Prehistory of Private Property
The Prehistory of Private Property, read more of it or the whole thing.
Search backward and forward in time from this book (as described in the general research section)
Karl Widerquist and Grant S McCall, 2021, “The State of Nature, Prehistory, and Mythmaking,” in Anne Peters and Mark Somos (editors), The State of Nature: Histories of an Idea, Brill Publishers, 2021
Further reading for help the professor write his next two books
Property and the Power to Say No: Chapters 6-9
Week 4
Class plan
Before class:
· Email me your copyediting remarks on this week’s chapters from UBI: Essential Knowledge and Property and the Power to Say No
Widerquist presentation: Freedom as the Power to Say No (Justice as the Pursuit of Accord Part 1)
Student discussants
Class discussion
Widerquist presentation: Justice as the Pursuit of Accord Part 2
Student discussants
Class discussion
Student feedback on chapters from UBI: Essential Knowledge and Property and the Power to Say No
Core reading
Core reading for Justice as the Pursuit of Accord, Part 1: The Indepentarian theory of freedom
Independence, Propertylessness, and Basic Income: A Theory of Freedom as the Power to Say No, find the most important parts
UBI: Essential Knowledge: Chapters 1 (introduction) and 15 (Arguments for and against UBI). The password is basic income.
Core reading for Justice as the Pursuit of Accord, Part 2: Toward an Indepentarian property theory
UBI: Essential Knowledge: Chapters 1 (introduction) and 15 (Arguments for and against UBI). The password is basic income.
Property and the Power to Say No: Chapter 10: Property Rights by General Agreement
Karl Widerquist, December 22, 2016. “The People’s Endowment.” In Axel Gosseries and Inigo Gonzalez (eds.) Institutions for Future Generations, Oxford University Press, pp. 312-330
Karl Widerquist, 2019, “The Pursuit of Accord: Toward a Theory of Justice With a Second-Best Approach to the Insider-Outsider Problem,” Raisons Politiques 73 (1), 61-82
Core reading for help the professor write his next two books
UBI: Essential Knowledge: Chapters 15-16. The password is basic income.
Further reading
Further reading for Justice as the Pursuit of Accord, Part 1: The Indepentarian theory of freedom
Karl Widerquist, 2011. “Why we Demand an Unconditional Basic Income: the ECSO freedom case,” in Arguing about Justice: Essays for Philippe Van Parijs, Axel Gosseries and Yannick Vanderborght (eds.) Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium: Presses universitaires de Louvain, pp. 387-394
Birnbaum, Simon and Jurgen De Wispelaere. “Exit Strategy or Exit Trap? Basic Income and the ‘Power To Say No’ in the Age of Precarious Employment,” Socio-Economic Review 19 (3), July 2021
Karl Widerquist, 2010. “The Physical Basis of Voluntary Trade,” Human Rights Review 11 (1): 83-103
Search backward and forward in time from this book (as described in the general research section)
van Donselaar, Gijs, 2015 “In Company of the Funny Sunny Surfer off Malibu: A Response to Michael Howard (and Some Others)” Analyse & Kritik (37) No, 1, 305-317
Waldron, Jeremy. "Homelessness and the Issue of Freedom." In Liberal Rights, edited by Jeremy Waldron. 309-38. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993
Widerquist, Karl. Independence, Propertylessness, and Basic Income: A Theory of Freedom as the Power to Say No, read more of the book or read the whole thing
Further reading for Justice as the Pursuit of Accord, Part 2: Toward an Indepentarian property theory
Property chapter from my dissertation
Jean-Fabien Spitz, Hillel Steiner, Philippe Van Parijs and Karl Widerquist, 2019, “Why Private Property?” Raisons Politiques 73 (1), 119-131
Karl Widerquist, March 2018, “My Own Private Basic Income.” In Amy Downes and Stewart Lansley (eds.) It’s Basic Income: the Global Debate, Bristol, UK: Policy Press, an Imprint of the University of Bristol Press, pp. 48-53.
Search backward and forward in time (as described in the general research section) from the sources in this section
Gibbard, A. "Natural Property Rights." In Left-Libertarianism and Its Critics, edited by P. Vallentyne and H. Steiner. 23-30. Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2000.

Further reading for help the professor write his next two books
Property and the Power to Say No: Chapter 10

Special guest seminars, Wednesday, Feb. 2, 4-6pm: Guy Standing 4pm, Otto Lehto 5pm (attendance optional but strongly encouraged)
Tentative class plan
Guy Standing presents his “Paine-ist” argument for UBI (55 minutes: 15-25 minute talk, followed by discussion)
Note: This special session will be recorded so that anyone who can’t be there can watch it later.
Alex Gourevitch, 5pm “The limits of a basic income and The basic income illusion” (55 minutes: 15-25 minute talk, followed by discussion)
Core reading for Guy Standing’s “Paine-ist” argument for UBI
Standing, Guy. Basic Income: And how we can make it happen; released in some countries under the author’s preferred, title: Basic Income: A Guide for the Open-Minded: “Chapter 2: Basic Income as Social Justice” and “Chapter 3: Basic Income and Freedom”
Standing, Guy Plunder of the Commons: skim for the most relevant parts and read them
Core reading for Alex Gourevitch’s critique of UBI
Gourevitch, Alex. "The limits of a basic income: Means and ends of workplace democracy." Basic Income Studies 11, no. 1 (2016): 17-28
Gourevitch, Alex, and Lucas Stanczyk. "The basic income illusion." Catalyst 1, no. 4 (2018): 1-22


Week 5
Tentative class plan
Van Parijs answers questions on his “Real Libertarian” argument for UBI
No presentation
Student discussants
Class discussion
Student lecture on a topic from the list for Week 6
Class discussion
Core reading 
Core reading for Van Parijs’s “Real Libertarian” argument for UBI
Van Parijs, Philippe and Yannick Vanderborght. Chapter 1 “The Instrument of Freedom” and Chapter 5 “Ethics: Free riding or fair share?” in Basic Income: A Radical Proposal for a Free Society and a Sane Economy
Rawls, John “Brief Comments on Leisure Time,” in Basic Income: An Anthology of Contemporary Research, pages 85-86
Anderson, Elizabeth “Optional Freedoms,” in Basic Income: An Anthology of Contemporary Research, pages 23-25
Core reading for Guy Standing’s “Paine-ist” argument for UBI
Standing, Guy. Basic Income: And how we can make it happen; released in some countries under the author’s preferred, title: Basic Income: A Guide for the Open-Minded: “Chapter 2: Basic Income as Social Justice” and “Chapter 3: Basic Income and Freedom”
Standing, Guy Plunder of the Commons: skim for the most relevant parts and read them
Further reading
Further reading for Van Parijs’s “Real Libertarian” argument for UBI
Barry, Brian. "Real Freedom and Basic Income." The Journal of Political Philosophy 4, no. 3 (1996): 242-76.
Reeve, A. and A. Williams. 2003. Real Libertarianism Assessed: political theory after Van Parijs. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan 
van der Veen, Robert and Philippe Van Parijs. “The Capitalist Road to Communism [abridged],” in Basic Income: An Anthology of Contemporary Research, pages 52-54
· van der Veen, Robert and Philippe Van Parijs, “The Capitalist Road to Communism [full-length version],” Theory and Society 15, no. 5 (1986): 635-655
Republished in Basic Income Studies 1, no. 1 (2006).
Van Parijs, Philippe. “Why Surfers Should Be Fed: the Crazy-Lazy Challenge [abridged],” in Basic Income: An Anthology of Contemporary Research, pages 17-22
· Van Parijs, Philippe. “Why Surfers Should Be Fed: the liberal case for an unconditional basic income [full-length version],” Philippe Van Parijs, Philosophy & Public Affairs, 1991
Van Parijs, Philippe. Real Freedom For All, Oxford University Press, 1995: read the most important parts or more or the whole thing
Further reading for Guy Standing’s “Paine-ist” argument for UBI
Standing, Guy Plunder of the Commons: read more of the book or read the whole thing
Standing, Guy. The Precariat: The New Dangerous Class 
Standing, Guy. The Corruption of Capitalism
Standing, Guy. Global Labour Flexibility: Seeking Distributive Justice
Further reading for help the professor write his next two books
Property and the Power to Say No: Chapter 11-12
Special guest seminars, Wednesday, Feb. 9, 4-6pm: (attendance optional but strongly encouraged)
Tentative class plan
Louise Haagh, 4pm, “Developmental Freedom and Social Order” (55 minutes: 15-25 minute talk, followed by discussion)
Otto Letho, 5pm, “Libertarian Perspectives on Basic Income” (55 minutes: 15-25 minute talk, followed by discussion)
Core reading for Louise Haagh
Haagh, Louise. “Developmental Freedom and Social Order – Rethinking the Relation between Work and Equality,” Journal of Philosophical Economics 1:1, 2008, 119-160.
Core reading for Libertarianism and UBI
Miranda Perry Fleischer and Otto Lehto, “Libertarian Perspectives on Basic Income,” in M. Torry (ed.), The Palgrave International Handbook of Basic Income.

Further reading for Libertarianism and UBI
Matt Zwolinski, “A Hayekian Case for Free Markets and a Basic Income.” In The Future of Work, Technology, and Basic Income, edited by Michael Cholbi and Michael Weber (Routledge, 2019).

Week 6
Tentative class plan
Student lectures on readings they chose in advance in negotiation with the professor and the rest of the class
Class discussion of each
Other prominent ethical arguments for UBI
De Wispelaere, Jurgen and Arto Laitinen, 2020. “Basic Income in the Recognition Order: Respect, care, and esteem.” In Paradigms of Justice Routledge, Denise Celentano and Luigi Caranti (editors). Routledge
De Wispelaere, Jurgen and Leticia Morales, 2016. “Is There (or Should There Be) a Right to Basic Income?” Philosophy and Social Criticism 42(9), pp. 920-936.
Birnbaum, Simon, 2012. Basic Income Reconsidered: Social Justice, Liberalism, and the Demands of Equality. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.
Funiciello, T. The Tyranny of Kindness. New York: Grove/Atlantic, 1994.
Haagh, Louise. “Developmental Freedom and Social Order – Rethinking the Relation between Work and Equality,” Journal of Philosophical Economics 1:1, 2008, 119-160.
Howard, Michael W. “Exploitation, Labor, and Basic Income,” Analyse & Kritik (37) No, 1, 281-303
Levine, Andrew. "Fairness to Idleness: Is There a Right Not to Work?". Economics and Philosophy 11 (1995): 255-74.
Lovett, Frank. "Domination and Distributive Justice." The Journal of Politics 71, no. 3 (2009): 817–30
Nell, Guinevere Liberty, ed. Basic Income and the Free Market. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2013.
Paine, T. (2000), “Agrarian Justice,” in P. Vallentyne and H. Steiner (eds.), The Origins of Left-Libertarianism: An Anthology of Historical Writings. Basingstoke: Palgrave, 81–98
Pettit, Philip. “A Republican Right to Basic Income?” Basic Income Studies 2, no. 2 (2008): 1–8.
Robeyns, Ingrid. “Will a basic income do justice to women?” Analyse & Kritik 23, no. 1 (2001): 88-105
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General Research
	You will need to do a significant amount of research for your final paper, and it is a good idea to do some research when you give your presentation as well. This section gives some advice on how to go about it.

A method for researching a specific academic topic:
· Find lists of sources that might be relevant (i.e., important, or interesting to you and your research project). These can include journals in your field; the bibliographies of relevant books; keyword, author, or title searches on google-scholar, etc.
· Read each title. If it doesn’t sound relevant, move on to the next title. Keep track of which items you have glanced over (this is more important than it sounds).
· If it sounds like it might be relevant, read the abstract. Take any relevant notes. If looking deeper into it doesn’t seem to be relevant, move on to the next title.
· If it still sounds like it might be relevant, read the introduction and/or the conclusion. If looking deeper into it doesn’t seem to be relevant, move on to the next title.
· If it still sounds relevant, skim the text. Find the relevant parts. Skip the irrelevant parts. Take any relevant notes. If looking deeper into it doesn’t seem to be relevant, move on to the next title.
· If it’s extremely relevant, read it thoroughly; even then, skip any parts that you can tell are irrelevant. Take any relevant notes.
· Move on to the next title.
· Always consider the trade-off between taking time to get to know a few sources deeply and getting to know at least something about many sources. There is a different right answer for everyone. But there are many wrong answers for each individual as well. You can only learn what works for you by experimentation.
· Consider the tradeoff between: (1) learning what you need to know for your particular paper topic in this particular class and (2) leaving yourself intellectually free to find the topics that are most interesting to you.

Important: on a topic like “the ethics of UBI,” avoid both over-specifying and over-generalizing your literature search. 
	Over-specifying: It is tempting only to look at sources that specifically mention UBI, but that would be a big mistake. The topic, the ethics of UBI, is within the broader field(s) called variously ethics, normative political philosophy, normative political theory, moral philosophy, distributive justice, and so on. To write a publishable paper, it is important to fit your ethical position on UBI into the broader ethical debate. For example, parts of my justification for UBI oppose popular social-contract-based and property-rights-based theories of justice. Therefore, I needed to look deeply into those literatures even though the vast majority of it makes no mention of UBI. 
	Another reason you need to avoid over-specifying is that many works that oppose UBI do not mention UBI at all. For example, many property-rights-based arguments imply limits on all forms of redistribution, and so they apply to UBI even if the author doesn’t mention UBI specifically. Also, many arguments for the redistribution of property justify it based on individual contribution to some social project, so they actually imply arguments against UBI even if they don’t mention it specifically. 
	Over-generalizing: It is tempting to look at everything about UBI. But this is a course in the ethics of UBI, not in the economics of UBI, the sociology of UBI, the actuarial science of UBI, etc. It is not necessary to research non-ethics-related literature on UBI unless your paper topic deals specifically with the interaction of ethics of UBI and some other topic. For example, I used a lot of anthropological information to criticize prevailing ethical theories. Therefore, I needed to know anthropology well. For your specific topic, you might or might not have to do that with some other non-ethical field of research. 
Core reading
Go through every issue of Basic Income Studies using the above method.
Search “Basic Income” on Google scholar and use this method—see how far down the list you can get. 
Further reading
Search other relevant journals, such as Ethics; Philosophy and Public Affairs, the Journal of Applied Philosophy; Economics and Philosophy; Politics, Philosophy, and Economics; the Journal of Political Philosophy; Ethical Theory and Moral Practice; Critical Review of International Social and Political Philosophy; etc.
Search back in time from a book or an article: Go through the citations of a book or an article; apply the above method to each source listed to find which of the cited sources are relevant to your interests and your research project(s). Search further back in time by doing this again for the most interesting sources you find. Pay special attention to sources that seem to come up again and again.
Search forward in time from a book or an article. Search the title on google scholar to find books and articles that cite the original article and that might be relevant to your research project; apply the above method (i.e. read title, abstract, intro, conclusion, skim paper, read paper) to each source listed to find which of the cited sources are relevant to your interests and your research project(s). Search further forward in time from the most interesting sources you find. Pay special attention to sources that seem to come up again and again.
Apply the forward- and back-in-time methods to:
· The core reading
· The further reading that is relevant to you
· Any sources you’ve found in your research that are relevant to you
· Keep in mind that your goal is to make sure your article reflects good knowledge of the relevant literature. There’s always a tradeoff between broad and deep knowledge, but there is such a thing as knowledge that is neither broad nor deep. You want to avoid missing something most people writing on your specific topic take to be important.
· Think of more specific combinations of key words that are particularly relevant to your research project; search them on google scholar; and use the above method. Examples of things to search names of the authors of sources you’ve found most important; key words like “reciprocity basic income,” “utilitarianism basic income,” “left-libertarianism basic income.”
· Keep in mind that there’s always a tradeoff between your effort to research your project well and your effort to get enough rest and relaxation. There’s a different right answer for everyone, but there are many wrong answers for each person. I’m 56 years old, and I’m still not certain I’ve found the best answer for me.
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